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By Barbara Crossetie

As one of cthe most optimistic eras in
United Nations hiscory was drawing o
a elose in 2000, the General Assembly
miade irs most ambitions commitment
to che global future. Tr adopred the
cight Millennium Development Goals
ro tackle che world’s meosc persistent
pru[wlr.—m': excreme poverty and hunger,
low educarion levels, female inequality,
child mortalicy, the dangers of mother-
hood, the high toll of discases, envizon-
mental cILplr_tjfm and imbalances in the
global financial and crade syseems.

A decade of milestone international
conferences throngh the 19905 = on
environment in Rio de Janeiro in
1992, human righrs in Vienpa in
1993, population and development
in Cairo in 1994, social development
in Copenhagen in 1995 and the searus
and righes of women in Beijing the
same year — had produced blueprints
and action plrlm

The rask rhar Secrecary-General Kofi
Annan's ceam took on — led by lus polic-
ical advisor John Buggie, now af
Harvards Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and an feterDependeans coneriburor —
wass o distill 4 mouncain of pledges inco
clear commitmenes. The Millennium
Declaracion and che Millennmm
Development Goals were the results.
Working from 2 haseline of 1990 scatis-
tics, the goals —and later the targers and
|'r|_I_||I'_||'|,I,'||'\ Lk ERSLUTE '|.|:'I.|':'|.-I.-I — 1_'I[U||L{ Ll:lJ.
whit had co be done by 2015 to creare 2
mare fivable world for all,

The woreld has passed the halfway
mark o 20015, a good cime to survey
how we arc duhg' country by country,
region by region and lr,,ln|:u.1]]1.r The goals
will be a priority issue in the General
Assembly this fall, and a meeting paral-
lel oo the GA has been called to chare
the nexe seven vears: The pews is
mixed, as data and articles on the fol-
lowing pages show, It is unlikely char
all (_U__,h: goals can be mer eve rywhere,

WHO'S SUCCEEDING,

Midway to the Goals, the UN and
The World Bank Are Hopeful, But See
Disturbing Signs

but some goals have already
been reached in countries
arpund the developing world,

Where there are failures,
there will be various expla-
nations and excuses. Salil
Sherry, who directs the UN's
Millennium Campaign, told
the IncerPress news service
in June chat reasons for lag-
ring can always be found
when governments are not
committed to succeed,

“Last year people used ta
say that climate change will
hamper the progress of the
Millennium Development
Goals,” he said, "and now
people say chat the food crisis
will impact the MDGs, Bue
my take is thae if che govern-
ments had invested in che
MDGs, we would not be con-
fronted witch chis problem.”

As populations in the poor-
ESt COURLries continue o
grow ar a much faster rare chan in indus-
trialized nations, the needs become
urgent. The UNDP reported this year
thar although numbers of the poorest of
the poor may be falling in mosc regions,
nearly 1 hillion people still live on less
than $1 a day and 550 millien go to bed
hungty every night. School entollments
are up globally to abour 85 percent of
children at the primary level. Eu: enroll-
ment does nor necessarily imply atren-
dance or completion, nor does it measure
the quality of che eeaching.

While school enrollments are rising
in some regions, 38 percent of develop-
ing nations are not likely to reach 100
percent primary artendance. And by
2005, only 32 of 147 countries were on
track to cut deachs among children
under 5 by cwo-chirds,

Yet success is possible everywhere. All
repions except sub-Saharan Africa are
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Some 33 million people today, half of them wamen,

are uprooted by political conflicts and natural disasters,
making the guest for Millennium Development Goals more
elusive than ever. Here, a mother finds help after Cyclone
Margis devastated much of Burma, lilling 20,000 people,

on track o meer the first poverty tar-
ger: halving the number of people
berween 1990 and 2015 whe live on
less than $1 day. Bangladesh. a poer
country with an lslamic majority, has
already mer the goal of educational par-
ity between boys and girls at the prima-
ry level. 1t can be done.

Brief reports on how each goal is
being mer, or not, follow. Then
Christopher 5. Wren, a former New
York Times correspondent in Africa,
lowks at why sub-Saharan Africa fal-
ters: Farah Ameen writes about how
her home country, ]j..[lé,!'l.l.;""ﬁh
and buffeted by natural disascers that
could only get worse with climate
change — In-. nevertheless improved
the lives of girls and women: and
Ernest Corea reporrs on how commu-
nicarions technologies wark for vil-
lages .~.
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Charting a
More Livable
World for All

Regions vary widely

in meeting the goals.
Progress has been nrost
positive in the East
Asta-Pacific region, the
Middle East and North
Africa, Latin America
and the Caribbean

and Europe and Central
Asia. Sub-Sabaran
Africa and South Asia
are moving more slowly.
The full impact may not
be felt yet from the past
vear’s global food crisis
and soaving fuel prices.
Some countries, including
those the World Bank
calls “fragile states,”

do not have reliable
data, making their
outtook perbaps even

less promising.
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MDG 1:
Eradicate Extreme

§ Poverty and Hunger

GOAL: Cur by half the percentage of
prople living on less than $1 a day.
STATUS: Nearly 1 billion people live ar
extreme-poverty level, down from 1.25
billion in 1990, yet 830 million people
still go hungry.

PROGRESS: 24 of che 71 countries
reporting have mer the targer or are
of track.

LAGEING: 47 councries are off rrack.
Hardest hit is sub-Saharan Africa,

with 4 our ol 10 people living below
subsistence level. Also behind are 15
countries in Burope and Cencral Asia
and 11 in Lacin America and che
Caribbean; 143 million children under
age 3 — most in sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia — suffer from povercy-related
malnutrition,

MDG 2:
Achieve Universal
Primary Education

GOAL: Full primary schooling by 2015,

STAFUS: Enrollment and literacy rates
have grown; 46 countries in 4 regions
hawve achieved the goal.

PROGRESS: South Asia is on track for
girls in primary and secondary school
but not for boys. Literacy is nearly 100
percent for people ages 15 to 24 in Bast
Asia and rhe Pacific, Europe and
Central Asia, and Latin America and
the Caribbean. The Middle East and
North Africa show major progress.

LAGGING: Sub-Saharan Africa shows
improvement in sume areas, bue is
generally off rarper,

MDEG 3:

Promote Gender
Equality and
Empower Women

GOAL: Eliminate the gap berween boys
and girls in primary and secondary
school,

STATUS: Most regions are broadly on
track.

PROGRESS: Major gains made in develop-
ing countries. Interimn goal for ending
disparities by 20035 was reached only in
Latin America and the Caribbean; Ease
Asia and the Pacific are close to thar goal.

LAGGING: Sub-Saharan Africa.
Classroom gender disparities are largest
in poor and rural communities, where
secondary-school attendance is also low-
est, especially among girls,

GOAL: Empower women.
STATUS: Liccle progress has been made

in closing rhe large gender gaps in
wages and workforce participation.

PROGRESS: Women earn slighcly more
now in Egype, Malawi and che Maldives,

LAGGING: Gaps are widest in South
Asia, the Middle East and Norch Africa.
In Chad, men earn ten times more than
women; in Albania, double.
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MDG 4:
Reduce Child
Mortality

N0

GOAL: Reduce the under-3 dearh rate by
rwo-thirds,

STATUS: 3 million more a VEIr SUIVIVE
compared with 1990; 10 million seibl
die each year ol searvation and disease.

PROGRESS: 0 countries, including 33
developing nations, expecr to reach che
2019 eapger.

LAGGING: | 07 countcries are off track,
including most of sub-Saharan Africa.
Chald deach rares have risen in 12
COUNTies.

MDG 5:
Improve
Maternal Health

GOAL: Reduce macernal morralicoy rate
by three-fourchs and provide access o
reproduceive healeh care for all.
STATUS: 500.000 women die each year
from complications in pregnancy and
childbirth, 99 percent of these women
are n “fragile” or developing countries,

PROGRESS: 3k:illed healch care for birchs

has improved in all areas. Adulr fercilicy

rages are down; 87 percent of reporting
councries have higher contrmceprive vse,

WHO'S SUCCEEDING,

LAGGING: Sub-Saharan Africa, with 2
matern:l mortality rate 20 times higher
than Europe and Cenrral Asia.

MDG 6:

Combat HIV/AIDS,
Malaria and Gther
Diseases

GOAL: Reduce infectious diseases and
reverse spread of HIV/AIDSE; provide
affordalle creatment for all,

STATUS: 53 million people have

HIV/AIDS: 2.5 million are new cases
and 2.1 million died of AIDS last year.

PROGRESS: A moderate decline
worldwide, with most progress in
?\'"I.'F‘SH!HI.I“” .l'!'l.h':il..'it.

LAGGING: % councries showed o rise in
HIV/ATDS prevalence; 30 percent of
people are infected in southern Africa,
In India, some 2.5 million people have
HIV/ATDS. Malaria races are srill high,
and measles and polio are resurgent,

MDG 7:
Ensure
Environmental
Sustainability

GOAL: Ensuring environmental sustain-
abiliry and reducing by half those wirh-
put safe water and sanitation.

STATUS: More than | billion people
have no regular access to clean drinking
warer: 2.5 billion lack basic sanitation,
concriburing co 1.8 million deachs

il I'_p'l..,‘.i']l.'.

PROGRESS: Lacin America and the
Cariblbein and East Asia and the Pacific
are on track for both goals; South Asia
is for warer but not sanication.

MILLENNIUM
DEVELOPMENT
GOALS

WHO'S LAGGING

LAGGING: The Middle Ease und North
Africa, sub-Saharan Africa and Europe
and Ceneral Asia. Sustainable develop-
ment remains lusive.

MDG 8:

Foster Global
Partnerships
For Development

GOAL: Develop a plobal parmership
berween developed and least-developed
narions lor ri,--;"|'|r|r1|ngh,'ﬁl aid and debr
TESCIUCCURING.

STATUS: Scill far from goal.
PROGRESS: Aid fram developed nations

to lowsincome councries was up 124
percent from 2000 to 2006; debr relief
for lower-middle-income countries rose
by 175 percent from 2002 o 2003,
then deopped back 47 percent in 20046,

LAGGING: O 56 countrics with reliable
daea. B low-income countees are i
debr discress. W

—Compiled by foy Conk and Max MoGoen

Vi To lcarn more;

The MDGs, targers and indicators
s ndp. ol e poa it shtw!

Global Monitoring Reporr 2008:
Millennium Development Goals
wrnetes st ol ik, org

The Milleaniam f?.arnl';ui;_.n:

*terene millenwismcanaion.org

UNICEF weens amivef.ovg
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